Workshop on
Biotechnology: Vision and Way Forward-Himachal Pradesh
19" July, 2017

A one day workshop on Biotechnology: Vision and Way Forward-Himachal Pradesh was
organised by the Department of Environment, Science & Technology at Holiday Home,
Shimla on 19" July 2017. The workshop was represented by more than 60 participants
belonging to various Departments, R&D Institutions and 3 Universities of the State. The
main focus of the workshop was to create a favourable environment to attract investment
in biotechnology sector in the State for utilizing the vast reservoir of bioresources in a
scientific and sustainable manner through convergence of expertise available at R&D
Institutions, skilled manpower and Government initiatives. Addressing the workshop the
Chief Guest, Sh. Tarun Kapoor, Additional Chief Secretary (Env. Science & Technology) said,
“Himachal has a vast potential in the field of Biotechnology particularly bioresources based
entrepreneurship to promote the industrial and other allied activities for creating livelihood
opportunities in rural areas of the State.” The State Biotechnology Policy is in place to
convert Himachal Pradesh into a most sought after destination for investment in
Biotechnology and Biobusiness, he further added. Dr. Tilak Raj Sharma, ED, NABI, Mohali,
who was the Guest of Honor, highlighted different areas of importance in Biotechnology
sector in the State. He further emphasised that all the stakeholders of Biotechnology in the
State needs to work as a team to promote commercial Biotechnology in the State. Director,
Environment, Science and Technology Mrs. Archana Sharma assured the best possible pro
active support from the Government to the R&D Institutions in Biotechnology as the
Department is already supporting few applied Biotechnology projects which are showing
good results for the benefit of masses. Finally, the strategies on Vision and Way Forward for
proliferation of applied Biotechnology in the State were summed up in the Workshop. The
Status Report on Biotechnology containing valuable information on Biotechnology in the
State was also released in the workshop. The progress of the ongoing R&D projects were
presented during the Workshop by the implementing Institutions which were found to be
generating the results in the expected lines.
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